
Home Ever After
Even though a Muncie native, Brandie is happy for a fresh start. She and her three children, Zoie 
(15), Rhyan (14) and Ethan (11), are starting this new chapter of their lives with Muncie Habitat. 
Brandie persevered through many difficulties that could have deterred her, including the passing  
of her youngest daughter, Ashlynn. 

Brandie took it on herself to immerse herself into Habitat’s work – building with our Tuesday and 
Thursday (T&T) Volunteer crew almost every week. “Being able to work beside the T&T Crew and 
getting to learn so much - not just about tools but also about them - has brought so much joy to my 
life. Now I see myself in a new light, that I thought I had lost. I am so thankful for them and all they 
do even the things they’re not aware of doing for someone,” Brandie shared. 

Along with our volunteers, this build was made possible with funding from the MutualBank 
Charitable Foundation, in memory of Pat Botts.  
 
Pat was passionate about helping families create that legacy of peace, safety, love, and stability in 
owning a home. He wanted families to be able to give their children a place they could always come 
back – to a place to grow, to have family dinners, Easter egg hunts, and Christmas celebrations – 
just like what he gave to his family.
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“This has been an amazing 
journey, not just owning 
my own home, but I also 
got so much more out of 
this partnership. I came to 
Habitat not knowing what to 
expect, but I knew God was 
leading me to make some 
changes in my life. I didn’t 
know at the time how much 
of an impact it would have 
on me,” Brandie shared 
during her home dedication.
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As a part of IU Health Ball Memorial Hospital & IU Health 
Foundations’ Community Impact Investment Fund, $1 million 
dollars over a 3 year period has been committed to the 8twelve 
Coalition focus area. A portion of this funding supported 
Muncie Habitat for Humanity’s Rock the Block program 
this year. Rock the Block has focused on homes in the area 
adjacent to the Ross Community Center on West 10th Street 
in the Thomas Park/Avondale neighborhood.

Homeowner Services Manager, Ryan Payonk, has been 
working with neighbors in the area to apply for the program. 

“Rock the Block is an intentional and concentrated 
beautification program aimed at assisting homeowners 
to make repairs, both major and minor,” Ryan explained.

Pam Harwood, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Architecture at Ball State University, taught an Immersive 
Learning course which engaged residents in their dreams and 
concerns and partnered students to design and implement 
these projects. Resident Leaders, Neil Kring and Brian Carless, 
helped identify families who would like to partner with the 
program. By the end of the year, eight homeowners will 
enjoy new roofs and critical repairs, in addition to refreshed 
landscaping, improved sidewalks, and outdoor spaces.

Since 2015, Muncie Habitat for Humanity has served as 
the convener of the 8twelve Coalition, a neighborhood 
revitalization coalition focused in South Central 
Neighborhood and a portion of Thomas Park/Avondale 
neighborhoods. In June, we celebrated the work of this 
collective impact model by inviting supporters to join 
residents and partners on a walking tour of the focus area.

“We were able to show how our foundational outcomes 
of sense of community, social cohesion, and collective 
action are being realized,” shared Jena Ashby, Muncie 
Habitat Director of Impact and Programs. 

“In addition, we highlighted how 
our sector impact work in housing, 
business/wellness, beautification, 
and education is happening. We 
are so grateful to all of the people 
and organizations who work 
together to improve quality of life  
as defined by residents.”

The work of the 8twelve Coalition in the South Central 
and Thomas Park/Avondale neighborhoods has been 
transformational! The resident-driven solutions to issues they 
have experienced fuels the continued growth in this area. 
Resources, including the 8twelve Annual Report, are available 
at munciehabitat.org/about-habitat/8twelve-coalition/.

Rock the Block 8twelve Walking Tour

Continued from previous page

“Participating in the Pat Botts Memorial Build let me learn about a man who really cared about families. 
What Pat’s life was about really showed through. I worked beside his family and friends. They showed 
me such kindness and put amazing care into my home. I will never forget that,” Brandie said.

Pat has left a true legacy of leadership and compassion at Muncie Habitat and is deeply missed.

We are grateful for the friends, family and community members that showed up to show love and well-wishes for Brandie’s future.  
We are truly blessed with supporters, volunteers and advocates who enable us to continue in our shared mission.

Ball State Baseball team volunteering with Rock the Block Program



Greater Muncie, Indiana 
Habitat for Humanity had 
its beginning in early 1986. 
The Reverend Fred Dare, 
Pastor of Community 
United Church of Christ and 
five parishioners, including 
Sharon and Al Brown, went 
to the Americus, Georgia, 
headquarters of Habitat 
International to volunteer.

“My husband was asked to join as an electrician, 
but I was an unskilled middle-aged person,” 
Sharon shared. “I decided that I could still help, 
so I packed up my art supplies and decided to 
document the experience. I was impassioned 
after that, and I knew that we needed to bring 
Habitat’s mission here, to Muncie, to help 
serve our local community. To this day, I still 
appreciate that everyone who wants to be 
involved in Habitat’s mission can be involved.” 

From that experience, the momentum to organize a Muncie affiliate 
was born. On July 15, 1986 a task force formed to explore the 
possibility of establishing a Habitat affiliate in Muncie. 

For many years, Muncie Habitat has partnered with the  
City of Muncie Community Development Department to be 
able to offer affordable housing for families in our community. 
In addition to providing development costs for construction, 
the City of Muncie has also offered many of our families down 
payment assistance (administered in partnership with PathStone 
Corporation) through HUD’s Community Development Block 
Grant.

This partnership brings several things to the city and to 
individuals,” shared Mayor Dan Ridenour. “Anytime we can 
help Habitat build a home—especially on an abandoned or 
repossessed lot—that puts us in a better position financially in 
the future. Homeownership building individuals’ lives. We love 
this partnership, and I think that is why it has lasted so long.” 

“Each time someone partners with Habitat, 
they are not only building their home, but 
also a future for themselves and their family,” 
expanded Mayor Ridenour. “Homeownership 
builds generational wealth and each new 
homeowner helps build a foundation for the 
future of Muncie.”
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City of Muncie: A Strong Partner

Reflecting on 35 Years of Muncie Habitat

Habitat homeowner, Cassie, participated in the HUD Down Payment 
Assistance Program.

Today Muncie Habitat’s programs continue to grow, reaching 
beyond the bounds first imagined. Muncie Habitat is serving 
families in a variety of ways through homeownership, home repairs, 
and neighborhood revitalization programs. 

“Habitat’s programs have grown so much and  
I’m looking forward to seeing what the next  
35 years hold,” Sharon shared.

“We were so boggled when 
Habitat first started that  
we didn’t look 35 years 
ahead,” Sharon explained.  
“We just kept trying to 
increase our builds to keep 
up with the last digit of the 
year- so in 1994, our goal was 
to build 4 houses. Beyond 
that we had no concept! I am 
excited that it’s lasted. It has 
made a huge difference in  
the Muncie Community and 
the families we’ve served.” 

1986: Muncie Affiliate created

1988: First home completed

1994: Hired first paid staff positions

1996: Purchased current office

2007: Opened the ReStore

2011: Launched home repair program

2013: Began rehabilitating homes

2015: Convened 8twelve partners

THE HISTORY OF MUNCIE 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
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This year Muncie Habitat will serve eight families with the 
opportunity of homeownership! These families have dedicated 
themselves to partnering with Habitat, saving  
for a down payment and putting in 250 hours of their own labor, 
known as sweat equity. 

This past summer, current partner families celebrated another 
milestone in their homeownership journey. Charles, Ty, Jennifer, 
Sarah, Brandie, Cassie, and Sweeter gave their final graduation 
presentations for the homeownership education course,  
Stages of Change, led by Dorica Young-Watson.

“Many of the partner families walked in on  
March 23rd as strangers, believing that we 
would spend 12-weeks focused on how to 
become a homeowner – but they walked out as 
a family, prepared to create community, dream 
and build the future they want for themselves 
and their families,” Dorica said.

“We have examined what it is like to be under-resourced, the 
cause/contributing factors leading to our current situation and 
safe and stable ways to get ahead. Everyone has been challenged 
to move beyond what they know toward examining the unknown 
by challenging their fears,” she further explained.

 

ReStore provides a unique shopping opportunity for the 
community. Gently used furniture, appliances and home 
improvement materials are donated daily – supplying an 
ever-changing inventory sure to delight bargain hunters and 
DIY-ers alike. From the wacky to the wonderful, shoppers can 
economically improve their homes at deeply discounted prices – 
thanks to the generosity of our donors. The funds generated from 
sales are directly invested into Habitat’s mission to provide safe, 
affordable housing for local families. 

In order to efficiently get product on the sales floor, ReStore relies 
on a great group of employees and volunteers, like John Ashburn. 
John has volunteered at the ReStore for 6 years. 

“I like the diversity of the job and the people and 
the concept behind what we do,” he explained. 
“I appreciate that they help people who are 
strapped for cash since I’ve been there myself.  
I like being there for people who need help –  
I like to help. It keeps me out of trouble!”
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Building Up More 
Than a Home

Volunteer Spotlight: 
John Ashburn

John has come to be known as the ReStore’s ‘Mister Fix-
it’, specializing in making sure that the product is up to his 
standards before being sold to customers. “I really like fixing 
things,” John shared. “I do a lot of minor repairs and testing items 
to make sure they still work. Everything electrical needs to be 
tested, I wouldn’t want to buy something that didn’t work!” 

John’s value to the ReStore team is appreciated by staff and 
shoppers alike. “To have John around makes our day smoother,” 
shared Dave Hildreth, Restore Manager. “He’s been known to 
even come in five days a week! When you talk about a regular 
volunteer – he’s been as dependable as they come. We are blessed 
to have him here to help us. He goes above and beyond. He 
has general knowledge of lots of handy things – from repairing 
cabinets to making appliances work.”

John doesn’t plan on slowing down anytime soon, and 
encourages others to come out and try their hand at volunteering 
too. “I really like the people I worked with,” he shared. “I 
like helping customers find items on the shelf. I’d tell anyone 
interested in volunteering to come on out and try it! You might 
like it!”

Congratulations and Thank You to everyone involved in this 
life-changing program! This program was made possible through 
generous funds donated by the AEP Foundation.



“Home for Habitat” Campaign Co-Chairs
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The Sursas Continue 
to Serve Boldly
Claudia and Charlie Sursa, long-time supporters and volunteers, 
began to deepen their service with Muncie Habitat for Humanity 
by joining the very first Global Village trip to Bolivia in 2012. That 
experience deepened their understanding of the mission and global 
reach of Habitat.

The Sursas have filled a variety of roles with Habitat, from Charlie 
being one of the first Dream Builders Breakfast speakers to Claudia 
serving on the board of directors, including board chair and 
numerous committees. They both work at build sites through their 
church, work and various organizations. They are currently serving 
as co-chairs of “A Home for Habitat” building campaign. 
 
“We believe everyone deserves a decent affordable home,” 
they shared. “A stable home environment contributes to  
enhanced physical and mental health, improved education 
achievement and community connections. We are firm 
believers in Habitat’s approach to affordable home  
ownership, which is why we are so excited about this  
next step for Habitat.”  
 
They also shared, “Habitat has been a great steward of donor funds 
by directing the vast majority to directly serving families. It’s now 
time invest in it’s new home so the organization can better serve the 
community for years to come.”

The Langs Lead  
By Example
For 26 years, Jeff and Beth Lang’s tradition of philanthropy has 
touched the lives of many in the Muncie community. Both are 
longtime leaders of several nonprofit and educational organizations. 
Jeff grew up in Wisconsin and Beth in Illinois and they learned 
from their families’ philanthropic traditions and the importance 
of getting involved to make positive change. This includes not only 
serving on Boards of Directors but working and volunteering at a 
grass roots level.  
 
The Langs became involved in Muncie Habitat for Humanity’s 
mission in 2016 when Jeff began his first term on Habitat’s Board 
of Directors. He currently serves as the board’s treasurer. Jeff 
also chairs the Finance Committee, working alongside staff and 
the board to ensure Habitat’s financial health. Most recently, the 
Langs have volunteered to co-chair Muncie Habitat’s new building 
campaign, “A Home for Habitat.” 
 
“Looking forward, we see Muncie Habitat being able to grow 
and serve more families with affordable housing working from 
this new structure. Habitat has done great work in Muncie for 
decades. Having more space will allow larger and more cost-
efficient deliveries of materials and will allow the staff to work 
under one roof, meeting the needs of the growing scope of 
Habitat’s work,” according to both Jeff and Beth. 

Muncie Habitat’s building campaign, ‘A Home 
for Habitat’ is attempting to raise $900,000  
in support of a new office location for staff 
and much needed construction warehouse.

You can be part of this legacy by donating at munciehabitat.org.  
Gifts of stock, building materials, and cash are welcomed.

This is the first time in Muncie Habitat’s 35 year history that funds are being 
raised for a new office building.



Thank You, 
Dream Builders!
You helped raise 
$102,995 at this year’s Dream Builder’s Breakfast!

Mark April 22, 2022 on your 
calendars for next year’s event!
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Interfaith Build Has Successful Year

While Muncie is home to a diversity of opinions and beliefs, one 
thing we can all agree on is that everyone deserves a safe and decent 
place to call home. Muncie Habitat for Humanity’s Interfaith Build 
is an opportunity for all faith groups to come together as one, united 
for one common cause, to volunteer side-by-side to build affordable 
homes for families. 
In total, 11 congregations from around Delaware County and the 
surrounding area volunteered on this home. In just a few weeks, 
these groups worked together to take this project from foundation 
to being completely framed and ready for roofing. 

It really takes a community to raise the walls AND the funds for a 
Habitat home. Speaking of funds, the 2021 Interfaith teams raised 
over $8,600 in donations towards the construction of the home 
located at 1301 S Elm St. 
The Interfaith Build volunteers primarily worked on Partner Family 
Sweeter’s home. Sweeter worked alongside these groups to realize 
her dream of homeownership for her two children, daughter 
Jay’onna (15) and son Brandon (7).

“I have lived in Muncie all my life,” Sweeter 
explained. “I heard good things about Habitat  
and I’ve seen their good work. I also have a few 
family members who have partnered over the  
years so I felt like I could apply too. I am ready  
to be a homeowner! It’s a new experience for me 
and I’m ready to put in the work to get it because  
it will be well worth it.” 

Thank you to all of our Interfaith Build teams and 
donors. Together, we are making a difference! 

• College Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

• Corinth United Methodist 
Church

• DeSoto United Methodist 
Church

• First Presbyterian Church
• Hazelwood Christian Church
• High Street United 

Methodist Church

• Renovation Life Church
• Riverside United Methodist 

Church
• Southern Wells  

Community Church
• The Gathering
• The Revolution
• University Christian Church


